Improving writing at the macro level
T
A well-defined thesis says to me "This it the thesis!  This is the point!  If you remember nothing else you will remember this!"  Underline your thesis.  The thesis should not describe or outline. It should argue. 

A
A well -defended thesis requires that the rest of your paper be devoted to making an argument.  An argumentative thesis is more easy to defend, (but in my opinion, if you are having trouble formulating your thesis, some advice that says, "make it argumentative" is not going to be very helpful.)  Once you have your point, then line up all the evidence.  Who would agree?  Who would disagree?  What are they missing?   Why does your point have more explanatory power than their point?


As you formulate your argument, you will probably revise your thesis.  

S
Subsections and paragraphs should each have a point and their purpose to building your argument should be made clear to the reader. You are not writing a mystery; you are writing an argument. You need to convince your readers.
M
Use material from the course correctly and appropriately.  If someone makes your argument, you should not say that we have not read anyone who makes this argument.  When you cite an author your text needs to include your interpretation of that text.  

R
Use material from your research correctly and appropriately.  If someone makes your argument, you should not say that no one makes this argument.  When you cite an author, your text needs to include your interpretation of that text.  
B
Bibliography chase forward and back. In addition to looking at an author’s bibliography, use google scholar to find other works that cite this work.
D
Demonstrate that you have read and thought about the course material and your research material.  Even in a paper without a thesis, without a big argument, you can show that you have seriously thought about the various aspects of the material and how they relate to one another.  Does your interpretation of the author fit with other interpretations?  What other opinions are out there?  Why is yours the best one?

I
Insights make the assignment a contribution to the world -- even if it is just one new idea, it makes the world a richer place.  Strive.  No points off if it does not work.  Extra credit for succeeding.  For example, it is obvious that education and employment opportunities for daughters of educated men affect different women differently.  So what...?  Your answer should provide an insight.

C
Critical thinking can keep you engaged in the material and lead you to construct your own arguments more effectively.  This comes through in criticism of certain perspectives or in honestly showing that one author's idea pokes a hole in yours.  

W
Writing should be straight forward both conceptually and literally. Just say what you mean in a way that your classmate who is majoring in math or French could understand.

These are the things that make a paper worth writing and reading.  

