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Note-taking. Note-taking is something you do while you read. Sometimes that is in the margin, on separate paper, with a highlighter…Everyone has to develop her or his own skills at note-taking, that is, taking notes that help YOU recall what you have read and what interested you about it.

· For your own note-taking you may outline the text, note interesting sub-arguments that don't merit mention in the abstract, and note well-phrased insights.  

· You might note where you agree or disagree with the author and where the author fits vis à vis others we are reading, including agreements and disagreements she has with others either explicitly (she says so) or implicitly (you see a connection she doesn't make herself).  

Abstracts. Abstracts are a key tool of study and retention. Abstracts offer a (de)construction of an argument: to articulate the thesis, structure of the argument, key examples, in up to 100 words in 1-4 sentences. Write an abstract for each reading, after you have finished reading it. An abstract is the thesis of a piece and gives an account of how the argument is put together, noting key examples or a key move in the argument if it is appropriate.
· What is the author's thesis?  

· What are the key parts of her argument?  
· To whom is she responding?  

· Note any key examples.
· Be prepared to revise your abstract after class.
If you are an undergraduate, the above is about 50% of the time that you will spend with an article before the semester is over.

If you are a graduate student, the above is about 15% of the time that you will spend with an article before the semester is over.

Journal. In this course, I do not require journals. However, I urge you to keep a journal of the reading. This is an important study tool and paper researching tool for a political theory course. Each entry should include a 1-4 sentence abstract of each reading. At a minimum, you should have an entry for each class day’s reading. Note anything that interests you. Note anything that might be worth reflecting upon in a paper. You should add to your entry after the class. Do not write your journal as you read (as if note-taking); finish the reading assignment then take 5-10 minutes to write your entry. A journal is not NOTES. You may recycle ideas from your journal into class and into your papers.

Class preparation and participation. Because this is a ‘Critical Thinking’ course, the class structure will consist mainly of roundtable discussions. Unfortunately, in the sessions we will not be able to discuss all dimensions and facets of the themes and readings. So it will be up to you to engage both critically and mindfully with these outside of our meetings as well.

To help you engage critically with these themes and readings, you may wish to ask yourselves the following questions in your journal:

· What are the strengths of the argument?

· Where are possible weaknesses in the author’s arguments?

· Do you agree with the author’s central assertions, theories, ideas? If so, why? If not, why not? Is your view guided by intuition, reasoning, facts, opinions, which ones?
Considering and/or writing out answers to these questions will help you as you prepare for the class discussions as well as your individual research papers. I also encourage you to arrange additional student-led discussion groups outside of class as needed/desired.

